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discourse with Music

above Local artists explore the relationship between music and
architecture in Architecture is... discourse with music
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closewise from top left Looking for Mies is a multimedia musi

P
L.

ic performance about the works of German architect Ludwig Mies van der Rohe

When asked about the progress of the WKCD
project, Woo says: "Architecture is considered a
essential tool of public administration in the West,
where governments utilise architecture to improve
public governance. Our government has failed to
do the same, but a continuous effort should be
made by the public to interact with the authorities.
Qur city is evolving and Hong Kong people
may develop a better understanding of their
architecture and urban planning in the coming
decades. Improvements can be made with stronger
reactions from us.”

* The Rethinking the Cultural Waterfront exhibition features proposals on urban planning suggested by students of the department of
architecture at the Chinese University = Corbu and Kahn is a play built around the ideas of two master architects opposite page, from top
The festival shares the ideas of three modern architects, trying to define architecture » City Odjyssey invites electronic music composers from
Shanghai, Hong Kong, Taipei and Shenzhen to explore Hong Kong's cityscape with their works

Woo points to the close relationship between
architecture and music as anaother point of thought:
“Gothic churches were built to contain sound.
Music and architecture share ane thing in common
— they both possess structures. We perform in a
theatre, which is architecture. What we're trying to
do is utilise sound and music to produce chemistry,
to bring about a unigue experience. "

Apart from educating, the festival also hopes to
encourage audiences to consider how the nature of
architecture is distorted by the globalisation of
capitalism and the real estate market of the last few
decades. "This is very much about government
policies and the elite class, who are empowered
with abundant resources — these have strong
influences on architecture and the urban landscape.
If architecture represents the preference of the elite

class in a society, then, apparently, architecture in
Heng Kong merely exists for fast monetary returns.”

Woo, who feels there has been no architectural
progress of note since the design and construction
of the HSBC Building in Central, and Bank of
China Tower, says: “All we have left are mediocre
buildings; commeadities for economic benefit.”

Appointed by the government of the HKSAR
as a member of the Advisory Groups on the Core
Arts and Cultural Facilities of the West Kowloon
Cultural District (WKCD) in 20086, it comes as little
surprise that Woo selected the WKCD as one of
the four pillars of the festival. Through West
Kowloon Dragon Ball, a comedy discussing the
latest development of WKCD, he explores the
district’s significance as one of the largest cultural
projects in the world.
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The art of the matter

In Hong Kong’s first-ever art festival to feature architecture as its central theme,
artistic director Mathias Woo aims to stimulate debate and provoke discussion

TEXT: BONNIE PAU

PHOTOGRAPHY: COURTESY OF ZUNI ICOSAHEDRON
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What is the ultimate nature of architecture?
For most people, it might be a place to inhabit, a
landmark to appreciate, a way to develop a
metropolis or even a medium through which to
make a statement — all of which very much defines
architecture in terms of its purpose and function.
But for Mathias Woo, artistic director of the
Architecture is Art Festival, the answer is obvious.

“Art festivals have become more like high-class
entertainment for the wealthy. We want to
encourage learning and an exchange of thoughts
through intellectually-entertaining programmes, to
invite audiences to participate and engage,” says
Wao, who is also the author of HK Style, a series of
thought-provoking publications documenting the
evolution of local architecture and urban planning.

Presented by Zuni lcosahedron, one of Hong
Kong's premiere alternative theatre and multi-
media performance groups, the Architecture is Art
Festival is Hong Kong's first-ever comprehensive
local art festival with architecture as its central
theme. Running from September 1 to October 18
at the Hong Kong Cultural Centre, an array of
programmes, including theatrical and music
performances, exhibitions, seminars, lectures and
conferences, are structured around four questions:
What is architecture? What is Chinese architecture?
What is City Qdyssey? What is West Kowloon?

Promoting a better understanding of architecture
as a form of art among the general public is not
without its challenges. In this sense, Woo began by
asking the fundamental guestion — what is
architecture? “Our wey of living is very much shaped
by Modernist architecture. We selected three great
architects, trying to define architecture with their
ideas,” he says. Under this umbrella concept, German
architect Ludwig Mies van de Rohe's philosophy of
"less is more”, Le Corbusier's belief that "a house is a
machine for living in", and Louis | Kahn's architectural
theories are presented in the form of multi-media
music performances.

below and left In the Forbidden City show, audiences are led into
the world of Chinese architecture, history and culture
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